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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Dudek was retained by the City of Santa Clarita (City) to conduct a cultural resources study in support of the 

environmental impact analysis for the proposed Sand Canyon Resort Project (Project). This cultural resources 

study includes the following components: (1) a records search covering the proposed Project site and a 

surrounding 0.5-mile radius at the South Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC); (2) review of historic 

maps and aerials for project site development, (3) a review of the California Native American Heritage 

Commissionõs (NAHCõs) Sacred Lands File (SLF) and the results of informal tribal consultation, (4) a Phase 

I pedestrian survey of the proposed Project site for cultural resources, and (5) summary of findings and 

recommendations. 

This study is compliant with California Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 5024.1, Sections 21083.2 and 

21084.1 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (California PRC Section 21000 et seq.), and 

Section 15064.5 of the CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations Section 15000 et seq.). PRC Section 

5024.1 requires the identification and evaluation of historical resources that may be affected by a proposed 

project. 

The proposed project is subject to compliance with Assembly Bill (AB) 52 and Senate Bill (SB) 18. Native 

American consultation pursuant to AB 52 and SB 18 was completed by the City. Information provided by the 

NAHC or tribes regarding potential traditional cultural properties or tribal cultural resources (TCRs) are on 

file with the City and provided in confidential Appendix B. 

The now defunct approximately 75-acre Mountain Course of the former Robinson Ranch Golf Course was 

constructed between 1994 and 2002 and was designed by renowned golf course architect, Ted Robinson Sr., 

and his son Ted Robinson Jr. Because the Mountain Course is less than 45 years of age, it not considered a 

historical resource for the purposes of CEQA and as such, not evaluated for the National Register of Historic 

Places (NRHP) or the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR).  

No archaeological resources were identified within the proposed Project site as a result of the California 

Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS) records search, Native American outreach, and pedestrian 

survey. To date, four responses have been received from the NAHC-listed contacts. Any additional responses 

that are received will be forwarded to the City. While the study was negative for archaeological resources, it is 

always possible that intact archaeological deposits are present at subsurface levels. For these reasons, the 

proposed Project site should be treated as potentially sensitive for archaeological resources. Management 

recommendations to reduce potential impacts to unanticipated archaeological resources and human remains 

during ground-disturbing activities are provided in Section 6.2.  
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1 INTRODUCTION 

The City of Santa Clarita (City) retained Dudek to complete a cultural resources study for the proposed Sand 

Canyon Resort Project (project). The project is located at 27734 Sand Canyon Road in the City of Santa 

Clarita, Los Angeles County, California. This study was completed in accordance with the provisions of 

California Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 5024.1, Sections 21083.2 and 21084.1 of the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (California PRC Section 21000 et seq.), and Section 15064.5 of the 

CEQA Guidelines (CCR Section 15000 et seq.).  

The City is proposing to replace existing open space formerly known as the Mountain Course of the Robinson 

Ranch Golf Course, with a new resort and spa as part of the newly renamed Sand Canyon Country Club. The 

now defunct approximately 75-acre Mountain Course was constructed between 1994 and 2002 and was 

designed by renowned golf course architect, Ted Robinson Sr. and his son Ted Robinson Jr. Because the 

Mountain golf course is less than 45 years of age, it not considered a historical resource for the purposes of 

CEQA and as such, not evaluated for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) or California Register 

of Historical Resources (CRHR).  

This report presents the results of a California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS) records 

search, coordination with the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) for a review of the Sacred 

Lands File (SLF) and the results of informal tribal consultation, and a pedestrian survey. Tribal consultation 

completed by the City, pursuant to California Assembly Bill (AB) 52 and Senate Bill (SB) 18 is provided in 

confidential Appendix B.  

1.1 Project Personnel 

Dudek archaeologist Linda Kry, BA, is the technical lead, co-authored the report, provided Native American 

consultation, and participated in the pedestrian survey. Dudek archaeologist Erica Nicolay, MA, completed 

the records search, Native American consultation, pedestrian survey, and co-authored the report. Dudek 

senior architectural historian and archaeologist Samantha Murray, MA, RPA, who meets the Secretary of the 

Interiorõs Professional Qualifications Standards for both archaeology and architectural history, provided 

senior review. 

1.2 Project Location 

The approximately 77-acre proposed Project site is located at 27734 Sand Canyon Road, City of Santa Clarita, 

Los Angeles County, California, Assessorõs Parcel Number 2840-022-025, in Township 4 North, Range 15 

West, Sections 23 and 24, as shown on the U.S. Geological Survey 7.5-minute Mint Canyon Quadrangle 

topographic map (Figure 1). Specifically, the proposed Project is located at the northeast corner of Sand 
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Canyon Road and Robinson Road and south of State Route 14 in the Sand Canyon area of the City (Figure 

2).  

Currently, the approximately 77-acre proposed Project site is vacant and consists of an abandoned nine-hole 

golf course. The only on-site built-environment resource consists of a small restroom structure, which is no 

longer in service and is located on the southwest corner of the proposed Project site. The proposed Project 

site is situated in and associated with the larger 200-acre Sand Canyon Country Club property (formerly 

Robinson Ranch Golf Club), which consists of another nine-hole golf course, a driving range, a maintenance 

building, and clubhouse; however, all of aforementioned features of the larger Sand Canyon Country Club 

property are outside of the proposed Project site boundaries (Figure 3). 

1.3 Project Description 

In an effort to create a premiere golf destination in northern Los Angeles County, the City is proposing to 

replace existing open space that was formerly the Mountain Course of the Robinson Ranch Golf Course, with 

a new resort and spa consisting of a hotel with three three-story buildings; villas associated with the hotel (25 

buildings); three restaurants; a spa/gym/salon; conference/ball room space; a grand ballroom; junior 

ballroom; meeting rooms; outdoor recreation consisting of two pools, one tennis court, six pickleball courts, 

3 miles of on-site trails, and a nine-hole miniature golf course; and parking for a total of 375 parking stalls. 

Additionally, a detention basin was added to the southwestern corner in April of 2019. Table 1 summarizes 

the building area of proposed Project facilities within the newly renamed Sand Canyon Country Club. 

Table 1. Summary of Proposed Project Facilities 

Proposed Facility Use 

Building Area 

(square feet) 

Main Hotel (three-story building with 250 rooms) 155,800 

Wedding Hotel (two three-story buildings with 72 rooms) 50,620 

View and Oak Villas associated with the hotel (25 buildings) 124,000 

Restaurants (three restaurants) 8,400 

Spa/gym/salon  31,380 

Grand ballroom, junior ball room, and meeting rooms 13,600 

Outdoor recreation, including two pools, one tennis court, six pickleball courts, 
on-site trails, and a nine-hole miniature golf course 

ð 

Parking (375 parking stalls) ð 
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Figure 1 Project Location 
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Figure 2 Project Site 
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Figure 3 Sand Canyon Country Club 
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